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consular lists was constantly increasing (in Malaga it had actually been trebled in a week), the Germans were henceforward badly treated everywhere, and ultimately their houses were looted in Carthagena. Hereupon we receivd orders to proceed against the fortress of Carthagena. Now this was difficult from a military point of view with the Friedrich Karl and one gunboat. Our new commander telegraphed to Stosch that it was doubtful whether he could carry out the order with the forces at his disposal. Stosch's reply was phrased with the classic pungency which was characteristic of him. He said that other ships would be commissioned for our support, but that for the rest he would suggest that it was not ships but men that did the fighting. We proceeded, therefore, and the order was promptly executed. But our reputation along the coast had sunk for once; this was not without its consequences, nor without its economic disadvantages also.
The English are not accustomed to abandon an officer, either politically or militarily, no matter whether his action exceeds the prescribed limits or not. Whether it is the annihilation of the Turkish fleet at Navarino of the struggle for the Taku forts, whether it is the flight of the daughter of the Sultan of Zanzibar, whether it is a planned murder like that of Sir Roger Casement, the " King Stephen" incident, or even the " Baralong " affair, which they have probably condemned in private, the English protect their people on principle, in order to strengthen the